
Order your copy now at:  www.essenceofiran.com

Host a screening
Bam 6.6 appeals to a broad audience of people 
of all ages who are drawn to stories about the 
human condition. It focuses on cultural under-
standing and education, rather than the typical 
horrors of a natural disaster. For this reason, it is 
of specific interest to a high-school and collegiate 
audience, as well as to spiritually-oriented people 
of all religions. 

Bam 6.6 is excellent for groups that gather for 
discussion, debate and conversation. Scholars, 
travelers and viewers interested in history, 
ancient civilizations and diverse cultures will 
be drawn to the film’s story. 

To host a screening, please e-mail Jahangir 
Golestan-Parast at golestanparast@sbcglobal.net. 
For further information about the documentary, 
visit www.essenceofiran.com.

President Barack Obama - March 2009 

“Over many centuries, your art, your music, 
literature and innovation have made the world a 
better and more beautiful place. 

Here in the United States our own communi-
ties have been enhanced by the contributions 
of Iranian Americans. We know that you are a 
great civilization, and your accomplishments 
have earned the respect of the United States and 
the world. . . For nearly three decades, relations 
between our nations have been strained.  But, 
at this holiday, we are reminded of the common 
humanity that binds us together.”

This is the story of a young American
Jewish girl and her fiance as they journey
to the beautiful and historic city of Bam, in the 
heart of Iran. 

Witness the love and compassion of Iranians 
towards these two American tourists as their 
journey takes a deadly turn. This film is not 
about devastation. It is about love and the open 
hearts of Iranians. It is an opportunity to view 
the people of Iran in a way you will never see 
on the news. Experience through the eyes of 
Americans this ancient people and civilization.

“This is a very moving film. It is poignant.
It is very effective in getting its message
across that we are all one people…”
 Bruce Laingen, former US hostage in Iran

‘’Alternating tears and smiles...weaving
promise and hope into human tragedy.’’
 Anisa Mehdi, Emmy Award Winning
 Journalist and Filmmaker

Also available on DVD “Esfahan, Pearl of Iran”
visit www.essenceofiran.com
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Bam 6.6: Humanity Has No Borders 
In December 2003, 
a magnitude 6.6 
earthquake struck 
the ancient Ira-
nian city of Bam. It 
came without warn-
ing and reduced 
its 2,000-year-old citadel to rubble. It also claimed over 
40,000 lives - nearly half the city’s entire population. 

It is impossible to imagine devastation on this scale. 
The horrendous loss of lives continues to affect the 
people of Iran to this day, and the cultural loss suffered 
is almost impossible to calculate. As with many disas-

ters, however, the 
horror of the earth-
quake and result-
ing recovery efforts 
brought forth the 
very best in human 
spirit. 

Bam 6.6: The story
Set against this backdrop of destruction, Bam 6.6 is 
a story of human hope, love and sacrifice. The film 
weaves together stories of survival, healing and re-
covery. It tells the story firsthand - in the words of the 
people who lived through the horror. 

The documentary centers on two young American 
tourists, one of whom is 
Jewish visiting Bam at the 
time of the earthquake.
Adele Freedman and Tobb 
Del’Oro were buried in 
rubble when their guest 
house collapsed on top of 
them. Adele recounts how 
she and her fiancé Tobb 
had planned their dream 
vacation, and the red tape they had to cut through to 
make it happen. Her mother recalls disturbing premoni-
tions, fears that her daughter was in serious danger. 

The movie also tells of the Iranian tour guide who 
fought her way through the ruined city to find the 
American couple and pull them out of the rubble. 
It portrays the loving care of the medical staff who 
treated the young couple like royalty and refused to 
take any payment for their medical care. This story is 
delicately interwoven with the experiences of Iranian 
survivors and the resiliency of the children. 

Immediate post-quake interviews with Iranian victims, 
who lost entire families and all physical possessions, 
are offset by their humble hospitality as they shared 
what little was left. They illustrate beautifully that disas-
ter is oblivious to human variables of race, religion and 
politics.

The film captures an amazing selflessness and remark-
able level of hospitality from the victims as well as the 
international relief and rescue workers. The sober-
ing and unspoken reality of the film is the lack of any 
political, racial or religious enmity amongst the people. 
Throughout the film, there is only a sense of love and 
hope.

A positive focus
Bam 6.6 was created to build a humanitarian bridge 
between cultures and break down stereotypical images 
fostered by political agendas. It seeks to help view-
ers understand the rich cultural heritage of Iran. This 
is achieved through education and exposure to actual 
individuals who are struggling to survive, while remain-
ing true to their core beliefs of hospitality and service to 
one another. 

The filmmaker
Jahangir Golestan-Parast, the producer and director of 
Bam 6.6, was born in Esfahan in 1953, and raised in a 
family of restaurateurs. Leaving Iran at age 17, he stud-
ied and worked in London and Paris before finally
settling in southern California’s Orange County. An
international financier and UCLA film student, Golestan-
Parast released his first documentary Esfahan: A City 
Known as Half the World in 1997. This was followed

with Iran: A Video Journey (2000), and Bam 6.6 
Humanity Has No Borders (2008).

His desire to make films was initially kindled as a 
young teenager watching American films in Iranian 
movie theaters. Many years later, the personal abuse 
depicted in Sally Fields’ Not Without My Daughter 
moved him to action. It solidified an overwhelming 
passion to inform and educate the world about the 
true texture of the Iranian culture and people. 

Director’s statement
“Bam 6.6 is a labor of love with a message of hope for 
the world. It is not about the devastation of a deadly 
earthquake. That is merely the backdrop to a story 
about the incredible nature of the human spirit.” 

“Today’s world is in disarray. Coalitions are formed 
through political expediency and media manipula-
tion. The worldwide result seems to generate dis-
parate attitudes, as opposed to cohesion. Yet from 
prophets to philosophers to popes, the great minds 
of history have shown that interaction between in-
dividuals is critical to the harmonious resolution of 
difficulties. This is why I produced Bam 6.6.” 

“This is a true story. This is Adele and Tobb’s story. 
Everything you see in this film is through their eyes. 
Nothing has been exaggerated. This film is dedicat-
ed to the people of Iran for being so kind to these 
American tourists, and to all those who went out of 
their way to provide true hospitality to our guests.”

“Bam 6.6 is a story of 
hope and love set in the 
horrors of a major di-
saster. It is a testament 
to the human spirit. It is 
evidence that differences 
in culture need not create 
rifts between human beings. It is proof that there is a 
precious commonality between people that needs to 
be nurtured to fulfillment.” 

- Jahangir Golestan-Parast


